
Immanuel’s 

Lighted Path SU M M ER  2 0 1 6  

 

June 3– Middletown Relay for Life 

June 5– End of the Year Youth Group Party 

June 12-  Praise and Worship service, 9:30 a.m  

June  12– Graduation Sunday  

June 25-   Ice Cream Social, 6pm 

July 27- July 1 Vacation Bible  School, 6pm-8pm 

 
 

Mark your calendar and spread the word for “Cave Quest” VBS 
June 27-July 1.  At Cave Quest vacation Bible school, kids experi-
ence God’s Word in surprising and unforgettable ways! Gear up 
for an over-the-top underground adventure! Ground kids in the 
rock-solid foundation of God’s love, a love that takes us through 
life’s dark times. Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning ac-
tivities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make 
and dig into yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adven-
tures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s 
love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long. Cave 
Quest VBS is for kids in preschool-5th grade with opportunities for volunteer help for those in 
grade 6th and above. VBS will run from 6pm-8pm each night!  

We hope to see you there! 
 

Get preregistered by visiting, www.immanueltownsend.com 

Free Ice Cream 
 

Bounce House 
 

Smyrna Fire Company Band 
 

Immanuel Praise Band  



Have you heard the good news?  Christ is Risen! Christ is risen, indeed!  We have been celebrating this good 
news since our wonderful Easter celebrations, as it is the news that changed everything we knew about life and 
death.  Death is not the end, because Jesus gives us eternal life.  This is reason to celebrate. 
 
But that is not all!  We have recently entered the season of Pentecost, where this good news is not something that 
is reserved for our eternal benefit, because God has been unleashed to change the world here and now.  And we 
have been recruited, actually empowered.  As we celebrated at Pentecost we know that God has sent the Holy 
Spirit to live within each of us, to take the message of forgiveness and salvation, of new life, of transformation into 
the world.  God has entrusted this great truth to us because God believes we can accomplish the mission. 
 
“What mission,” you ask?  This mission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  (Matthew 28:19-20).  God 
promised to be with us, then came the Holy Spirit to fulfill the promise.  This is excellent news! 
 
And the mission field is ever before us.  In our own town we have 2,100 people, more than half of whom do not 
claim any religious affiliation at all.  That means the mission field is right in our backyard! 
 
So what do we do about this?  First, we pray that God would lead us in our mission endeavor.  Spend time praying 
for your neighbors, your friends your co-workers, especially if they say they are not interested in church or God.  
They are people who simply do not know what they are missing because they have never experienced the joy of 
salvation, the peace of forgiveness and the love of God.  So pray for them. 
 
Second, build the relationships.  Take time to care about them, not just their church attendance.  Remember, Jesus 
died to save the world before there was even one church for anyone to join.  He loves the world and each person in 
it, so if we are to represent God, having God in us, then we are to care about people.  Build the relationships, 
authentically, and honor the friendship. 
 
Thirdly, when it is appropriate, invite them to come to a church function.  It may or may not be a worship service.  
You will know, depending on your relationship with them and the leading that God gives in prayer.  As you invite 
them to come, come with them.  Do not let them feel like a stranger, but be their escort, helping them to feel 
comfortable and welcome. 
 
This is the beginning of the introduction to faith.  Notice, there is no need to recite the Ten Commandments, or 
ensure they understand the Apostles Creed.  The need is for them to be introduced to Jesus.  As we build 
relationships and we have God with us, they are already getting to know God.  The intricacies of the faith will 
come, but only as they find the sense of belonging that calms their fears. 
 
One of the basic concepts of church growth has traditionally been- believe, belong and then behave.  But that has 
recently been turned around to say that belonging can come first, and then belief will follow as what we believe 
becomes evident in the way we live and treat each other and the way we behave.  (Behave can also come first, but 
that is for another article at another time.) 
 
So let us realize that God is not bound up in the building, but has been unleashed as God goes with us.  So let’s 
reach our community, with God’s help and for God’s glory. 
 
Working together in the field of the Lord, 
 

Pastor Hayden 



www.immanueltownsend.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calling all Superheroes! Come join our team at the annual Relay for Life at Silver Lake Park 
beginning at 630 pm on June  3rd. The event ends at 7 am on June 4th. Our site number is 62. 
Come visit, walk a lap, donate money, buy a luminary, participate any way you want. The 
luminary ceremony at 9 pm remembers those who have battled cancer and is a very moving 
experience. Luminaries are for sale for a $10 donation. Together we will find a cure! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Relay Tea Party  
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who helped make out annual Relay for Life tea party a success. We 
raised over $6,000 to help support our Relay team and to help in the fight against cancer. 

If you missed it this year, we hope to see you next year.  



Facebook.com/ImmanuelUMCTownsend 

 
 

Online giving available through our website, www.immanueltownsend.com 
 

 

Pastor Hayden has been bringing the message at the Praise and Worship services the 
last two months in an effort to build this service into a weekly worship opportunity.  
There are many challenges to making this a reality, so in an effort to address all of 
these issues, he is asking that we pause the Praise and Worship service through the 
summer to return in September.  The last opportunity to join us for this service until 
the fall will be June 12th.  Any questions or concerns are to be directed towards 
Pastorhayden@verizon.net . 

Praise and Worship Break  

mailto:Pastorhayden@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

I know that many people like to spend the weekends away during the summer, perhaps 

at the beach, in the mountains, visiting family or just getting away.  We encourage that 

time of refreshing and relaxing and hope that during your time away you will remember 

to find a place to worship.  Frequently, parishioners will return from vacation with some 

new ideas for ministries or ways to improve what we already do as a result of their 

visiting another United Methodist congregation.  We look forward to hearing your 

suggestions as you discover the joy of worship in a different environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In case you missed it, we welcomed 12 new members during our Pentecost celebration this year.  Five of 

those were confirmands, including one baptism: Chance Gagnon, Shelby Heinold, Matthew Trunfio, 

Andrew Dunn, and Riley Boyd.  We also welcomed some familiar faces who had not yet joined, as well as 

some recent additions to our congregation: Ginny Smith, Mae Nather, Dave and Theresa Berry, Shawn and 

Lori Gagnon, and McKendree Cortilisse.  Be sure to seek them out and welcome them as the newest 

members of Immanuel UMC. 



On May 4th the 3ms served dinner to residents of several local nursing homes and 
members of the MOT Senior Center. Several local senior citizens attended also. Everyone 
had a wonderful time. In June we plan to meet and go out for dinner.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 12th will be a special Sunday as we honor those from our congregation who have 

graduated this spring.  The youth will be leading this service, featuring a sermon by Joseph 

Hayden.  We look forward to your outpouring of support for our young people. 

 

 
 To celebrate another tremendous year for our youth group, filled with 

service projects, spiritual retreats, and developing friendship with each other and 

God, the youth will be having an end of the year party at the Taylors on June 5th 

at 3PM.  All youth and their parents are invited to bring a dish and an 

appropriate swimsuit to close out our Youth Group season with a blast.  For more 

information, contact Vicki Taylor or Heather LoRusso. 


